[Effects of nifedipine premedication on peroperative hypothermia].
The intraoperative time-course of core temperature in patients premedicated with nifedipine (n = 30) was compared to that of control patients (n = 30). Distal oesophageal temperature (TCORE) was recorded every five minutes during total hip replacement in 60 adults ranked ASA 1 to 2. Patients in the control group were only premedicated with 100 mg of oral hydroxyzine. The treatment group consisted of 30 patients taking nifedipine for blood pressure control or coronary insufficiency. They were given 10 mg sublingual nifedipine as well as the hydroxyzine premedication. Anaesthesia was induced with thiopentone, fentanyl and vecuronium, and maintained with nitrous oxide in oxygen and halothane in a semi-closed circuit. The slopes of the time-course for TCORE were established for each patient, using two linear regressions, between 0 and 0.5 h and from 1 to 2 h. The two groups did not differ in age, weight, ambient temperature, blood pressure, heart rate, and volume of unwarmed blood transfused. TCORE differed significantly from the 25th minute on until the end of the study period. Contrary to all expectation the TCORE at 2 h was higher in the nifedipine group (34.85 +/- 0.09 degrees C) than in the control group (34.01 +/- 0.14 degrees C, p < 0.001). TCORE decreased more rapidly in the control group during the first study interval (0 to 0.5 h), -1.50 +/- 0.60 degrees C.h-1 vs -2.34 +/- 1.02 degrees C.h-1 (p < 0.001). The second slopes did not differ particularly (-0.96 +/- 1.32 degrees C.h-1 vs -0.90 +/- 0.42 degrees C.h-1 respectively).(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)